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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

The factual inquiries set forth in Graham v. John Deere Co., 383 U.S. 1, 148 

USPQ 459 (1966), that are applied for establishing a background for determining 

obviousness under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) are summarized as follows: 

1 . Determining the scope and contents of the prior art. 

2. Ascertaining the differences between the prior art and the claims at issue. 

3. Resolving the level of ordinary skill in the pertinent art. 

4. Considering objective evidence present in the application indicating 
obviousness or nonobviousness. 

Claims 1-8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 

Tsutomu (JP05-2727950 in view of Sato et al. (JP09-079654) and O'Leary et al. 

(5,699,221). Tsutomu discloses an air-conditioning system comprising indoor and 

outdoor units, a compressor (inherent), an outdoor transmission/receiving unit/ outdoor 

signal transmission circuit 7, outdoor signal receiving circuit 8, an outdoor power line 

A/B, an indoor transmission/receiving unit/ an indoor signal transmission circuit 5, an 

indoor signal receiving circuit 6, an indoor power line A/B, an outdoor conversion 

unit/outdoor control circuit 4, an indoor conversion circuit /indoor control circuit 3. 

Tsutomu discloses the invention substantially as claimed as stated above. See Fig. 1 

and translated abstract. However Tsutomu does not disclose plurality of indoor and out 

door unit and radio signal. Sato et al. teach the use of plurality of indoor and out door 
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units 3A and 3B in an air-conditioning system for the purpose of having a control on a 
large air-conditioning system. See Fig. 1-2 and the translated abstract; O'Leary et al. 
teach the use of a radio signal in an air conditioning system for the purpose of having a 
control on the air conditioning system. O'Leary et al. also disclose a telephone signal. 
See column 1 , lines 62-67. Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify the air-conditioning 
system of Tsutomu in view of Sato et al. and O'Leary et al. such that plurality of indoor 
and outdoor units and Dario signal could be provided in order to control an air- 
conditioning system. Regarding claim 2 for operation data and an identification signal 
for determining whether said operation data is required to received or not: An ordinary 
skilled in the art can fix an available receiver on the field like the receiver 3 and 4 of 
Tsutomu as per requirement of the feature. The similar adjustment can be done for the 
other dependent claims as per requirement. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier from the examiner should 
be directed to Mohammad M. AN, whose telephone number is (703) 308-5032. The 
examiner can be reached from 6:10am to 4:30pm from Monday to Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Denise Esquivel, can be reached at (703) 308-2597. The fax number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-308-7764 for 
regular communications and after-final communications. 
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Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 308- 
0861. 



AM 

Mohammad M. Ali 



June 16,2004 



